[image: ]Altar flower arrangements are available in celebration of or in memory of a special person or event and may be ordered through the church office (626-447-2181) or via email to swright@cgsum.org.  The cost is $65.

Remember to send your articles, announcements, etc. to The Word editor, Stephanie Shen at cgsarcadianewsletter@gmail.com by 3:00 pm Fridays.  And for Master Calendar requests or changes, contact Carolyn Noonchester at cgsmastercalendar@gmail.com and please allow time for response.

Upcoming Church Events!

· Oct. 25th  - Crafters’ Boutique
· Oct. 25th  -  League of Women Voters’ Presentation on Propositions
· Oct. 25th  -  Laity Celebration and Stewardship Kick-Off Luncheon
· Oct. 31st  - Halloween Trunk or Treat (Saturday 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm) 
· Nov. 1st  -  All Saint’s Sunday
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Ministers: Members of the Congregation
Resident Bishop: Bishop Rev. Dr. Dottie Escobedo-Frank 
District Superintendent: Rev. Moonyoung Lee
Pastor: Rev. Eva Thai-Erwin
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry: Franklyn Shen
Director of Music Ministries: Stephen Cook
Director of the Good Shepherd Children’s Center: Linda Brown







  Mission Statement: At Church of the Good Shepherd, God calls us to 
welcome all to a vibrant community on a continuing journey of Faith, 
Growth, Justice, and Service in the image of Christ.   
Church of the Good Shepherd United Methodist Church
400 West Duarte Road, Arcadia, California 91007 
(626) 447-2181 / www.cgsum.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

21st Sunday After Pentecost
Broadcast Live to Facebook/CGSUM and to CGSUM.ORG

October 18, 2026		                                                                                              10:00 a.m.

As we prepare for worship, let us be in prayer and meditation.
Please “Check In” on social media, then set all electronic devices to silent mode.
Remember to sign the attendance pad.
The Offering Box is located in the Sanctuary entryway.

Prelude                                “Change My Heart Oh God”                                   by Eddie Espinosa                                                
                                                                                                                  Franklyn Shen, Piano

Chimes

Introit                                   “O Draw Me, Lord”                                                   arr. Randy Gill
                                                                                         Chancel Choir; Kirk Averitt, Director       

Welcome and Greeting				                 Don Thorsen, Worship Leader

Passing the Peace                                                                                                   Don Thorsen

*Call to Worship                                                                          Andrea Thorsen, Lay Reader

Leader:	We worship today in the name of God the Father;
People: 	Praise to our creating God!

Leader: 	In the name of His Son, Jesus Christ;
People:  Praise to our redeeming God!

Leader:	In the name of God the Spirit;
People: 	Praise to our sanctifying God!

Leader: 	Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
People: 	Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!

*Opening Hymn                  “To God Be the Glory”                              Red UM Hymnal #98

Children’s Message                                            Children are invited to come sit in the front.                                           


*The congregation standing, if able

Unison Prayer (from Ministry Matters-Prayer proper 24a) and Lord’s Prayer           Don Thorsen                                                             

Loving, living God, be among us now.  Show us your ways.  Guide our steps.  Live in us, that we may be people of steadfast hope and powerful giving.  Help us hear your words, challenging us to give you all the things that are yours. Help us remember that all we are and all we have are gifts from you, gifts to be shared in service and love. Holy One among us, help us be a holy people who receive your word with joy and live your message with love. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Anthem                                        “Open My Eyes”                                              by K. Lee Scott                                    
                                                                                       Chancel Choir; Kirk Averitt , Director

Scripture Lesson                                                                         Andrea Thorsen, Lay Reader                                      
				Psalm 51:15-17

				Romans 12:1-2	

Leader:   The Word of God for the people of God.
People:   Thanks be to God.

*Hymn of  Preparation          “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”          Red UM Hymnal #420

Sermon                               “Christian Transformation”                                        Don Thorsen

Special Music                               “Deep Deep Love”                                                  arr. Hayes
                                           Carolyn Noonchester, Soloist; with Zora Kuzma, Rebecca Russell, 
                                                      Garrison Holder & Michel Von Loh; Franklyn Shen, Piano

Announcements                                                                                                     Don Thorsen

*Closing Hymn                         “Forward Through the Ages”              Red UM Hymnal #555       

*Benediction							                                Don Thorsen

*Benediction Response                  “Walk with Me”                                             TFWS#2242

                                     Refrain           Walk with me, I will walk with you, 
			and build the land that God has planned 
			where love shines through.

	v. 4  -	 And when you share your faith with me and work for life made new,
		The witness of your faithfulness calls me to walk with you.

           Repeat Refrain
[bookmark: _Hlk149731559]Postlude                                   “The Church’s One Foundation”                       by Samuel Wesley                                                                   
                                                                                                                  Franklyn Shen, Piano

*The congregation standing, if able.

Church of the Good Shepherd Announcements

Special thank you to Don Thorsen for serving as Worship Leader and delivering the sermon today and to Andrea Thorsen serving as our Lay Reader.

Don’t miss the Fall Crafters’ Boutique today and next Sunday the 25th!  It’s opening up earlier this year at 9:00 am.  See the insert for details.

Fall Potluck October 25th – Fellowship and Annual Stewardship Campaign Kickoff! Join us in the Hall for a S.A.D. Potluck!  The happiest S.A.D. (salads, appetizers, desserts) fellowship meal.  Dish sign-ups will be after today’s worship, or also by calling the church office before October 20th.  

Coming as well on October 25th is a presentation by a representative of the League of Women Voters on the 2026 Propositions.  This organization reviews the propositions in depth and the pros and cons of each.  Great source to help you with your decisions. 

The Adult Sunday School/Bible Study meets in the Library at 9:00 am.  Kim Reynolds is teaching on the Book of James.

Save the date!  Saturday, October 31st from 6:30 to 8:00 pm is our annual Trunk or Treat event!  Invite your family, friends and neighbors to come for a fun, safe celebration of Halloween.  One way to participate is by parking in our line-up in the west parking lot, decorating your vehicle and handing out treats to the trick-or-treaters. It’s not too early to reserve your space.  Spread the word!  Contact Lynne or Vern Whitaker vlwhit@sbcglobal.net.  If you would like to volunteer at the CGS welcome table, please contact Pastor Eva via eamail:  pastoreva@cgsum.org. 

All Saint’s Sunday  -  On November 1st we remember loved ones who passed away in the last year.  If you would like to have your loved one recognized in worship, please submit their name to the church office or pastor by October 28th.  

Crafters meets every Wednesday afternoon from 2-4:00 pm in the church Library.  Bring your skills and projects and fellowship together. 

The newsletter is now published every two weeks.  Upcoming dates are:  October 19th; November 2nd and 16th; and December 1st and 14th.
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We also offer luncheons, forums, meetings, and new member sessions
on various Sundays. Please visit the church website or scan the QR code
for more info on events, ministries, and online giving.
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