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ORDER OF WORSHIP
2nd Sunday in Advent

Sunday, December 8, 2024					                                          10:00 a.m.

Broadcast Live to Facebook/CGSUM and to CGSUM.ORG

As we prepare for worship, let us be in prayer and meditation.
Please “Check In” on social media, then set all electronic devices to silent mode.
Remember to sign the attendance pad.

Prelude		    “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”                                        arr. Carter                                  
                                                                                                 Stephen Cook, Director of Music

The Chimes

Introit                              “Do You Hear What I Hear?”                                       arr. Harry Simeone
                                                                                         Chancel Choir; Kirk Averitt, Director

Welcome and Greeting					         	        Rev. Eva Thai-Erwin

Passing the Peace

*Call to Worship	                    (based on Isaiah 40)                    Diane Lucas, Lay Reader                                   

One:  	Listen!  The voice of God calls out across the ages.

Many: 	We hear and respond to His invitation.

One: 	Rise up! Worship God from the valleys, the mountains, and the plains.

Many: 	Like a shepherd God leads us and tenderly gathers us together.


One: 	Receive!  His comfort for his people.

Many: 	The love and word of God will stand forever!

*Opening Hymn	    “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                        Red UM Hymnal #203

The Word for Children	                              *Children are invited to come sit in the front.


*The congregation standing, if able.
Advent Wreath:  Lighting of the Peace Candle                                Chip and Kathy Aquino 

Reader 1: In the days when God’s people longed for peace, Isaiah declared, “Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins” (Isaiah 40:1).  We who gather today also seek comfort and peace, yet we are unsatisfied with ideas of peace that tell us to keep quiet and go with the flow.  We long for real peace, true peace, just peace.

Reader 2:  We light these candles as signs of God’s shocking hope and just peace.  May they be beacons calling us to prepare the way for the Lord.  Together we strive for a world where all people can gather together to worship and glorify God.

Congregation:  We wait as people who yearn for peace that bears the fruit of community, equity, and flourishing for all.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Anthem                           “Go Tell it on the Mountain”                                         arr. Paul Sjolund

Scripture Lesson 						             Diane Lucas, Lay Reader
				Malachi 3:1-4
	
*Luke 3:1-6

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God

			People:  Thanks be to God

*Hymn of Preparation	“In the Bleak Midwinter”                        Red UM Hymnal #221

Sermon Message                   “The Messengers of Christmas”                        Rev. Thai-Erwin

Special Music           “Uns ist ein Kind Geoboren”  (A Child is Born to Us)                   by Bach     
Kenneth Landaverde, Bass; Garrison Holder, Tenor; Stephen Cook, Organ

Your birthday has appeared.		Jesus, may praise be sung to you.
and so my duty requires		Jesus, may you have honor and glory!
that I should serve you, my Jesus.		For the lot that has fallen to me
But I -poor man- do not know at all		is the most delightful of all,
what I could look for, what I could find		you, you belong to me.
that as a gift for you
might be considered a holy offering
that would please you, o great God.
Announcements                                                                                                Rev. Thai-Erwin            

*Closing Hymn                      “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”       
                                                                                                                 Red UM Hymnal #206

*Benediction	

[bookmark: _Hlk149731559]*Benediction Response	“Peace, Peace/Silent Night”

		Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
			round yon virgin, mother and child.
		Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
			sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

*Postlude		  	“Angels We Have Heard on High”                                   arr. Paige
Stephen Cook

*The congregation standing, if able.


The Church of the Good Shepherd, Alive!

The Scouts will have the Holiday wreaths and greens available for pick up today after worship.  Please go to their table outside of the Fellowship Hall if you ordered from them.  

The ANGELS HAVE ARRIVED!  Please visit the Foothill Unity Center Angel Tree and select an angel and pick up a Wish List.  Bring your donations to Fellowship Hall and any gift cards to the church office (if dropped in mail slot, mark envelope “Foothill”).

Christmas Eve Family Pageant We invite all children ages 3 and up to participate in the Christmas pageant on Tuesday, December 24th, 2024 at 5:00pm. We will have one rehearsal on Sunday, December 22nd from 11:15am - 1:00pm (lunch will be included). If you are interested in participating, please contact Franklyn Shen (fnjshen@sbcglobal.net).

The Alternative Market will continue today and next Sunday in the Fellowship Hall. Our market features Heavenly Treasures, beautiful crafts, Habitat for Humanity, Union Station, Heifer Project, Family Promise and Church World Services.

ROI will again walk to see the Holiday Light Display in the Upper Hastings Ranch on Sunday 12/8. We’ll meet in the parking lot by Sierra Donuts (3837 E Sierra Madre Blvd) at 6pm. After walking around the lighted neighborhood, we will go to Panera Bakery in Hastings Ranch (3521 E. Foothill) at 7:30pm for a hot beverage and snack. For questions, please contact Ann Grimmett at anng@saint-marks.org or 626-695-4035.

Trek to the Tree to return your Christmas giving envelopes is Sunday, December 22nd.


SCAM Alert!  Be cautious!  Delete any spam or fake emails and texts from hackers impersonating Pastor Eva or any church staff.  Pay attention to the sender’s email address, which will not match the real one.  If you are unsure about an email you have received. please contact the church office.

Remember to send your articles, announcements, etc. to The Word editor, Stephanie Shen at cgsarcadianewsletter@gmail.com by 3:00 pm Fridays.  And for Master Calendar requests or changes, please contact Carolyn Noonchester at cgsmastercalendar@gmail.com and please allow time for response.


LOOKING AHEAD!

· Dec. 8th 	*ROI Fellowship Holiday Light Display Walk (6pm)
· Dec. 10th 	*Shepherds Christmas Dinner (6pm)
· Dec. 11th	Book Group Holiday Potluck (11:30am)
· Dec. 15th 	Lessons and Carols Service (Sunday 10am)
· Dec. 24th 	Christmas Eve Services
Family Nativity Pageant (5pm)
Sanctuary Traditional with Candlelight Closing (9pm)
Chapel w/Candlelight Closing in the Courtyard (11pm)
· Dec. 29th	Christmas Hymns Sing Service (Sunday 10am)
· Jan. 5th		New Year Lunch and Un-Decking of the Halls after  
Worship (11:30am)

*These events are off site, please see newsletter or the church website
www.cgsum.org  for location, more details, and RSVP information.


Ministers:  Members of the Congregation
Resident Bishop: Bishop Rev. Dr. Dottie Escobedo-Frank 
District Superintendent: Rev. Moonyoung Lee
Pastor: Rev. Eva Thai-Erwin
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry: Franklyn Shen
Director of Music Ministries:  Stephen Cook
Director of the Good Shepherd Children’s Center: Linda Brown


Church of the Good Shepherd Mission:
At Church of the Good Shepherd, God calls us to welcome all to a vibrant community
on a continuing journey of Faith, Growth, Justice, and Service in the image of Christ.


