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Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 a.m. IN-PERSON in our Sanctuary
Broadcast Live at 10:00 a.m. to Facebook/CGSUM and to CGSUM.ORG

The Word
o f  t h e

Church of the Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church

V O L U M E  5 8 ,  N O . 4 8 W E E K  O F  D E C E M B E R  1 6 T H ,  2 0 2 4

REMINDER: the Newsletter will not be published the week of Dec. 30th & Jan. 6th 
Please email photos, articles, announcements to cgsarcadianewsletter@gmail.com

by this Friday, 10:00am for the last newsletter of the year!

Sunday, December 22nd - Fourth Sunday in Advent
Trek to the Tree

Attendance pads are in the pews. The Offering box is located in the Narthex. 

Scripture Lesson:  Micah 5: 2 -5 and Luke 1: 39-45
Sermon Title:  “The Messengers of Advent: Mary and Elizabeth”

Prelude: “What Child Is This?” arr. Vince Guaraldi
Postlude: “Joy To This Jazzy World” by Handel, arr. Michael Sorg

Franklyn Shen, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Youth Choir: “Hark, the King is Born” arr. J.L. Clark; 

“Fum, Fum, Fum” arr. David Shaler;
Janice Clark, Director; Franklyn Shen, Accompanist

Choirs and Congregation: “Peace, Peace”

Trek to the Tree in Worship
this Sunday, December 22nd 

The Christmas Offering Letters have been sent
out through email (or mailed to those without
email access).  Christmas offering envelopes are
available in the church office or sanctuary entry-
way.  Your generous Christmas offering can be
returned in person this Sunday, during our
traditional Trek to the Tree event in worship.   If
you are unable to attend in person, feel free to  
drop off or mail the offering by Dec. 31st.  

On-line giving is  available through
the church website: www.cgsum.org.  
Click the GIVE tab and check the
Christmas Offering box. 
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Children’s Center Dine Out Fundraiser at Blaze Pizza
Cause a scene for a good cause at Blaze Pizza! 815 W Naomi Ave Unit C (inside the Vons
parking lot) 

The Good Shepherd’s Children Center is holding a Dine Out Fundraiser at Blaze Pizza on
Wednesday, January 15th from 4pm - 7pm. You can either bring the flyer into the
restaurant or show it on your phone. Online orders must be placed via the Blaze Pizza
App or blazepizza.com. Enter code “1333A” in the Promo Code field at checkout. 

Book Group
The Book Group will next meet on January 8 at 11:30. We will discuss our latest book,
The God of the Woods. 

Sarah Circle
Sarah Circle will meet on Thursday, January 9, 2025 at 6:30pm in Jordan Hall, not on
January 2nd. We welcome all women of the church to join us during this fellowship
time. 



Major Progress Report on The Kitchen Remodeling Project

We wanted to share some good news on recent progress toward the church kitchen
project. Late last week the city of Arcadia finally approved our plans. This is a major step
forward and was not easy to obtain.  

In addition, we are completing our equipment buy which should take place this month. 

We have two contractors who want to bid on the project. We have sent questions for
clarification to both. We are waiting for answers before we make a final
recommendation to the Board of Trustees for approval.

If all goes well, we should be able to start demolition and construction early in the new
year.

Thanks again for your support and patience with this long process. We will update you
again soon.

Merry Christmas,
David and Joann Steinmeier
Co-Project Managers, CGS Kitchen Project

The
Dec. 15th
Lessons

and
Carols

Service!

The worship service was filled with
beautiful music, special readings,
the Parrille & Gets families lighting
the Advent Candles, and meaningful
reflections.  Thank you to Chancel
Choir Director, Kirk Averitt, for
putting the program together; and
to our dedicated choir members
and section leaders/soloists for
sharing their talents with us!  Much
appreciation is expressed to the
Good Shepherd Foundation for their
generous grant. 



Church of the Good Shepherd Mission Statement: 
God calls us to welcome all to a vibrant community on a continuing journey 

of Faith, Growth, Justice, and Service in the image of Christ. 

Ministers:  Members of the Congregation
Resident Bishop: Rev. Dottie Escobedo-Frank
District Superintendent:  Rev. Moonyoung Lee

Pastor:  Rev. Eva Thai-Erwin
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries:  Franklyn Shen

Director of Music Ministry:  Stephen Cook
Director of the Good Shepherd Children’s Center:  Linda Brown

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES:
Dec. 22nd Trek to the Tree Service
Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Worship Services:  

      5:00pm Family Nativity
      9:00pm Sanctuary Traditional Service with Candlelight Closing
      (Ordered Poinsettias may be taken home after the 9pm service)  
      11:00pm Chapel Service with Candlelight Closing in the Courtyard

Dec. 29th (10:00am) Christmas Hymn Sing Service, all are encouraged to
wear Christmas sweaters, shirts, ties, socks, etc as we continue to celebrate
Christ’s birth! 
Jan. 5th Time to Un-Deck the Halls after worship with lite lunch served


